
Accolades
New Joliet Catholic Academy Latin
teacher has roots in Los Angeles. Read
his story in Classroom Notes on Page C2

Local girl competing in pagent. Turn to
Applause on page PageC3

Senior Matters
The Finneys are twins, but the
pair are as different as brothers
can be. Turn to Betty Wirth’s
Senior Matters column on
Page C6.

Giving back
Billie Limacher Bicentennial
Park will host a benefit concert
for the Joliet American Legion
Band. Page C5
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Two weeks ago, Joliet’s Visitation and Aid
Society provided assistance to a family with
four children. The father had died, the moth-
er was ill and two of the children have can-
cer.

Now, the organization’s president Claire
Millweard is seeking help for the 120-year-old
society. Generous donations and attendance
at the society’s annual fundraising dinner on
Sept. 27 insure the group’s ability to continue
its charitable efforts, despite an aging mem-
bership and lagging economy.

For instance, this is Millweard’s second

consecutive year and second stint as the soci-
ety’s president. Millweard, 80, also served in
that role from 1984-1985. She said she doesn’t
mind shouldering the extra responsibility.

“I’ve been blessed all these years,” said
Millweard, of Joliet. “If I can give back a little
something to people in dire straights, I want
to do it. The need is going up. People don’t
have the things they formerly did, and some
of them didn’t have much to begin with.”

Millweard said the society hopes to raise
$40,000 to fund its regular and emergency
assistance programs, but she doubts Visita-
tion and Aid will attain it.

“To tell you the truth, I don’t know how
people will respond,” Millweard said. “There’s
so much unemployment out there and people
are cutting back. We’ll just have to work hard-
er to reach out goal. That’s why we’re so ex-
cited about the dinner dance. It’s the only
source of our money other than the dues we
pay.”

Of Visitation and Aid’s 169 members, 40

have attained honorary status (widows who
no longer pay dues or purchase dinner dance
tickets). Many of the society’s workers are
older than 85.

Yet, in 2008, Visitation and Aid distributed
121 Thanksgiving baskets, 120 Christmas
baskets and Christmas gifts for 445 chil-
dren.

“The schools give us a list of families in
need and we take it from there,” Millweard
said. The society also responds to individual
requests for help as they arise.

Millweard said she hopes that as younger
women hear about the Visitation and Aid So-
ciety, they will want to continue the legacy
that began more than a century ago in 1889
with half a dozen women meeting in the Joliet
home of Miss Mary Bray.

“I realize that young people are busy work-
ing all the time,” Millweard said. “But I still
think people need to take some time off and
do something for someone else once in a
while.”
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Current president of the Visitation and Aid Society, Claire Millweard, sits in front of past presidents of the 120-year-old organization at a gathering this week at the Joliet Area Community
Hospice. Past presidents include (standing, from left) Fran Naal, Colleen Reeves, Marian Leaman, Kathy Ruth, Dottie Otte, Julie Newsome, Ginny Priovolos Alessio, Sue Grate, Dena Hickey,
Sue Wright, Irene Roth, Lorraine Gruber, Peggy Fay, Jeanetta D’Arcy, (seated, from left) Boots Rasmussen, Jan Fehrenbacher, Jean Hatzis and Rose Lenhart. Past presidents not pictured in-
clude Janet Kapella, Dorothy Brown, Linda Sticklin, Sue Peyla, Billie Limacher, Diana Stonitsch and Rita Matichak.

By Denise M. Baran-Unland
FOR THE HERALD NEWS

John Mathias is hoping his foray
into dessert creation —a custom-
designed gingerbread crumble —
will be a winner at Big Finale. The
annual fundraiser to benefit Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Will and
Grundy Counties will feature two
hours of dessert samplings from
nearly a dozen area chefs.

“We’ll serve the crumble with
pumpkin bourbon cream, present it
in wine or champagne glasses and
garnish it with mint or candied gin-
ger,” said Mathias, owner of the Big
Fish Bar & Grille in Wilmington.
“We don’t make this in our estab-
lishment, although we now may run
it a couple of times. The trick was to
prepare something really good that
could easily serve 300 people.

When contemplating desserts for
the Oct. 11 event, Mathias decided
against his restaurant signature
specialties, such as the bread pud-
ding with bourbon cream or the
chocolate chip cookie pie with
whipped cream and caramel, both
unsuited for bite-sized servings.

Instead, Mathias considered pos-
sibilities that suggested the fall sea-
son: a sweet potato mouse or a

dessert that featured the flavor of
pumpkin. “We wanted to give the
people there a show,” he said.

And a show they will get.
“This is not going to be an after-

noon to be dieting, let me tell you,”
said Fiona Alston, a Big Finale co-
ordinator. “This is a fun way for the
chefs to compete with each other
and for the community to meet the
different chefs while they raise
money to help the children.”

Big mission
Through a variety of mentoring

programs, Big Brothers Big Sisters
helps high-risk youth, primarily
those from single parent homes, to
reach their fullest potential.

It’s this mission, Alston said, that
makes the Big Finale a well-attend-
ed event by the community and
chefs alike.

From the moment Mathias was
asked to participate in the Big Fi-
nale, he wanted to be involved.

“I myself was never involved with

Big Fish tackles dessert for Big Finale

If you go
What: Visitation and Aid dinner

dance
When: 4-8 p.m. Sept. 27
Where: Patrick Haley Mansion, 17

S. Center St., Joliet
Tickets: $100 each. Music by

High Society featuring Carlo Isa-
belli on the trumpet

Reserve: By Sept. 20 at 815-725-
8050

Menu: Berries and hazelnuts
served on a bed of exotic greens
with a raspberry vinaigrette;
chicken Copenhagen stuffed with
tart apples and minced pecans and
glazed with Madeira and Granny
Smith apples; strawberry cheese-
cake with chocolate sauce deco-
rated with whipped cream florets

If you go
What: Big Finale
When: 3:30-5:30 p.m. Oct.

11
Where: Joliet Country Club,

1009 Spencer Road, Joliet
What: Two hours of dessert

samplings, music and auc-
tions

Tickets: $50 each. Reserve
by Oct. 6

For more information: Call
815-723-2227 or visit www.
bbbswillgrundy.org

Visitation and Aid
Society marks

120 years in Joliet

Leaders keep legacy alive
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Sous chef Jason Peck holds Big Fish Bar & Grille’s gingerbread crumble with pumpkin bour-
bon cream that will be one of the desserts featured at the Big Brothers Big Sisters of Will
and Grundy Counties Big Finale fundraising event.

Big Brothers/Big
Sisters to benefit
from sweet fest

❖ Turn to BIG, C2



College admissions info
High school seniors and their

parents are invited to a program
Sept. 23 at Lincoln-Way East
High School geared toward an-
swering questions about the col-
lege application process.

“Secrets of College Admis-
sions” will begin at 7 p.m. in the
auditorium, 201 Colorado Ave.,
Frankfort.

Larry Pauly, associate direc-
tor of admissions at Millikin Uni-
versity, will speak about the
timeline of the application pro-
cess, state university require-
ments and deadlines, the online
application process, and the re-
quirements for selective and
highly selective colleges and
universities.

For more information, contact
Lincoln-Way East High School
college counselor Jim Martin at
815-464-4160.

Class of 1950
The class of 1950 from Joliet

Township High School will host
a reunion Sept. 19 at Al’s Steak
House, 1990 W. Jefferson St. in
Joliet.

Cocktail hour will be at noon,
followed by lunch at 1 p.m.

Participants will have a choice
of three meals and will pay their
own bill at the restaurant.

Those planning to attend
should R.S.V.P. by Sept. 15 to Lo-
retta at 815-744-1145 or Betty at
8 1 5 - 4 6 7 - 6 2 5 4 o r e - m a i l
bj1932@sbcglobal.net.

Class of 1974
Members of the Joliet West

Tigers Class of 1974 are getting
together to celebrate their 35th
reunion.

Festivities will kick off Sept.
18 as classmates will gather from
7-11 p.m. for the “Welcome Back
Alumni” party at Heroes West,
Interstate 80 and Houbolt Road
in Joliet. On Sept. 19, Harrah’s
Casino in Joliet City Center is the
setting for the reunion dinner.

The homecoming game is on
Saturday afternoon at the JT
West stadium.

For more information and or
r e s e r v a t i o n s , c o n t a c t
aletafsp@comcast.com or the
alumni relat ions of f ice at
brostan@jths.org.

REUNIONS

SCHOOL EVENT

Gingerbread
½ cup shortening
¹/3 cup sugar
2/3 cup molasses
2 large eggs
1¾ cups flour
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 ½ teaspoons ginger
1 teaspoon cinnamon
½ teaspoon ground nutmeg
¼ teaspoon ground cloves
2/3 cup sour milk (add 3½ teaspoons vinegar to whole milk)

Pumpkin bourbon cream
1 8-ounce package cream cheese, softened
¼ cup pumpkin puree
¼ cup unsalted butter, softened
1 tablespoon fresh orange juice
2 tablespoons bourbon
1 teaspoon grated orange zest
½ teaspoon pure vanilla extract
4 cups confectioner’s sugar, sifted
Directions: Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
For gingerbread: Cream shortening, sugar, molasses

and eggs, adding one ingredient at a time and creaming
between each addition. In a separate bowl mix the flour,
salt, baking powder, baking soda, ginger, cinnamon,
ground nutmeg and the ground cloves. Fold dry mixture
into the creamed one, alternating with the sour milk.
Grease and flour an 8-inch square pan or use non-stick vegetable spray and pour batter into pan.
Bake at 350 for an hour. Check for doneness by inserting a toothpick in the middle. When it comes
out clean it’s done.

For pumpkin bourbon cream: Blend the cream cheese, pumpkin puree, butter, orange juice, zest
and vanilla in a large bowl until smooth using an electric mixer set at medium speed. Add the sugar
and continue to beat until light and creamy, about five more minutes. Top gingerbread pumpkin
bourbon cream cheese and serve layered in a wine or champagne class. Top with fresh mint, cinna-
mon or candied ginger. Yield: 10 servings.

Gingerbread crumble with pumpkin bourbon cream
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Students of the month
Joliet Central High School’s

students of the month for Sep-
tember are Brittany Coleman,
Rotary Club; Michelle Singh, Ki-
wanis Club; and Fernando Man-
riquez, Lions Club.

Joliet West High School stu-
dents of the month for Septem-
ber are Conner Meinhart, Rotary
Club; Lauren Baugh, Kiwanis
Club; and Ryan Newberry, Lions
Club.

Latin Teacher
Joliet Catholic Academy an-

nounces the appointment of
Latin teacher Dan Navar.

Navar grew up in Los Ange-

les area and graduated at the
top of his class from St. John
Bosco High School in Bellflow-
er, Calif.

He received a bachelor’s de-
gree in classical languages in

20 07 f rom
Berkeleyand
completed
his graduate
certification
a t U C L A ,
w i t h o n e
year abroad
at the Uni-
ver s i t y of
Manchester

in the United Kingdom.
Before coming to JCA, he

was employed as a private tutor
in various places of Los Ange-
les County teaching Latin, his-

tory, literature and algebra.
Navar was drawn to JCA by

the opportunity to acquire a
healthy Latin program. He re-
located to the Cathedral Dis-
trict of Joliet and enjoys reading,
chess, backgammon, fishing,
backpacking and soccer.

How much is 1,000?
Third-graders at St. Mary

Nativity School, at Broadway
and Ruby Street in Joliet, were
astounded to learn how big
1,000 really is.

The students worked togeth-
er to cut apart 10 strips of 10
squares which they taped to-
gether in a line.

They then saw how long the
paper strips stretched by tak-
ing the them into the hallway.

Navar

CLASSROOM NOTES

BIG
From page C1

Big Brothers/Big Sisters. But when I was growing
up, I had mentors in the restaurant business, and
I know what the difference that can make, espe-
cially to a teenager.” Mathias said.

Guided by those mentors, Mathias’ restaurant
career began as a dishwasher and busboy, then
progressed to sous chef and kitchen manager. He
worked for large corporations and small “ma and
pa” establishments.

Eventually, Mathias decided that managing a
full-service restaurant was where he wanted to
be, and he opened Big Fish Bar & Grille on New
Year’s Eve.

“I know that is supposed to be taboo, but we did

it anyway,” Mathias said.
“You don’t work in the restaurant business for

money. You do it because you love what you do,
because you have a passion for it and the instant
gratification of a job well done. I love talking to
the people on the floor and throwing a party for
them every night,” he added.

Big Fish Bar & Grille’s goal is to serve the fresh-
est fish and seafood the market offers. Menu items
include gumbo, jambalaya, Maryland crab cakes,
as well as chops and steaks. The dessert menu
constantly changes.

“We have a triple fudge cake that we serve
warm,” Mathias said. “And sometimes we decide
to try something with Key lime.”

Big Fish Bar & Grille is located at 27425 S. Will
Road (on the Des Plaines River at Harborside Ma-
rina), Wilmington. For more information call 815-
476 -9331. For more information about Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Will and Grundy Counties,
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Gingerbread crumble with pumpkin
bourbon cream.

Wedding or engagement announcements
in The HeraldNews

630-978-8310

2 CONVEN I ENT LOCAT IONS
Adjacent to Provena St Joseph Medical Center

301 N Madison St, Suite 308, Joliet
(815) 207-6161

Adjacent to Silver Cross Hospital
1301 Copperfield Ave, Suite 105 Joliet
(815) 740-1400

The doctor is IN
and now accepting new patients.
DR. NINA U. YEDAVALLI, is Board Certified in Internal Medicine, and Board Eligible

Hematology and Oncology. She completed a three year Hematology and Oncology

fellowship at the University of Illinois at Chicago where she received the Jose A. L.

Arruda, MD Fellow of the Year Award for Excellence in Teaching after her first year, and

was Chief Fellow during her final year. She has expertise in the treatment of various

tumors and blood disorders with a special emphasis on malignancies that affect women.

www.mwcho.com
Cancer Care with Compassion.

www.HansensWindowCoverings.com
19827 S. LaGrange Rd ● Mokena, IL 60448

(708) 479-6600
Monday thru Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4

Come Visit
Us At Our
Mokena
Location

Frankfort
(815) 469-6610

New Lenox
(815) 485-2058

Orland Park
(708) 403-1110

Joliet
(815) 722-0011

Oak Lawn
(708) 422-9010
Hickory Hills

(708) 430-2911

Bradley
(815) 935-0010

Mokena
(708) 479-6600

FREE
in Home Measuring

& Selection

Professionally
installed

by our own workers

Residential
& Commercial JobsHANSEN’S

WINDOW COVERINGS &
FURNITURE UPHOLSTERY

NO
INTEREST

1 Year...

EDUCATION SPECIALISTS

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH Psychological
Testing/Therapy

Servicing Children, Adolescents, and Adults

(815) 609-1544 • www.bhes.us

24402 West Lockport St.
Suite 218, Plainfield, IL 60544

Psychiatrists and Psychologists Specializing In:
Depression, Bipolar Disorder, ADHD,

Stress Management and all Anxiety Disorders

Evening and Weekend appointments

Accepting Blue Cross/Blue Shield PPO (BCBS)
Accepting all major credit cards

• Child, Adolescent & Adult Psychiatric Medication Services
• Diagnosis • Psychotherapy

All Groups meet at: Provena St. Joseph Medical Ctr., 333 North Madison, 2nd Floor, LDRP Room, Joliet, IL
*FAMILY TO FAMILY EDUCATION PROGRAM
meets every Sunday from Sept. 27 to Dec 20th, 2009 3:30pm to 6:00pm.
Program for family members to learn about mental illness and medications. Workshops on
problem solving, listening and communication techniques etc…. Registration is REQUIRED.

*FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP meets 3rd Sunday of each month 6:00pm to 7:30pm.
Forum for family members who have a loved one w/mental illness, time to share and care.

National Alliance on Mental
Illness (Nami) of Will County

For more information call 815-731-9103 • nami.wc.education@gmail.com
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